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This lecture will cover several issues with regard to conflicts of interest in 
research, including how such conflicts affect research with biospecimens, 
the relevance of ownership rights to the biospecimens, and what prospective 
subjects in clinical research should be told about the financial interests of 
the investigator.

Jerry A. Menikoff, M.D., J.D., is the Director of the Office for Human Research 
Protections (OHRP), a component of the U.S. Department of Health and 
Human Services (HHS).

 
Dr. Menikoff’s research interests have concentrated on bioethics in general, and more 
particularly on the ethics of research with human subjects. Dr. Menikoff is the author of Law 
and Bioethics: An Introduction (Georgetown University Press, 2002) and What the Doctor 
Didn’t Say: The Hidden Truth about Medical Research (Oxford University Press, 2006).
 
Dr. Menikoff received his undergraduate degree from Harvard University (magna cum laude in 
Mathematics, 1973), and also received in 1977 a J.D. (magna cum laude; Editor and Officer 
of the Harvard Law Review) and M.P.P. (Public Policy) from Harvard. Dr. Menikoff earned an 
M.D. in 1986 from Washington University School of Medicine.
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