Scientists as Responsible Members of Society

Being a responsible scientist involves more than conducting
high quality research that is accurate, reliable, and reproducible.

. SOCIAL RESPONSIBILITY
PUBLIC FUNDING: QUESTIONS TO ASK YOURSELF:

Provide Benefits

* Do the benefits of my research
outweigh the harms?

* Does my research address an
important societal issue?

PUBLIC TRUST: Avoid Harms

e What are the implications of
my research?

e |s there potential for unintended
consequences of my research?

® Have | considered the environ-
-------------------------------------------------------------------- mental impact?

IMPLICATIONS OF RESEARCH: Prevent Misunderstanding
e Can | help avoid public misun-

derstanding?

* Do | avoid communicating
with the public because it is
too “difficult"?

FURTHER READING: Shamoo and Resnik 2015 “Responsible Conduct of Research”;
Peter Herrlich 2013 “The Responsibility of the Scientist” J Microbiol Biol Educ;
Elisabeth Pain 2013 “The Social Responsibilities of the Scientist” Science
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